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the determination made by the Admin-
istrator. 

(k) Unresolved international conflicts. 
(1) If, by November 17, 1982, all appli-
cants involved in an original or new 
international conflict have not re-
solved that conflict, or agreed in writ-
ing to submit the conflict to a specified 
binding conflict resolution procedure, 
the applicants shall proceed in accord-
ance with the conflict resolution proce-
dures agreed to between the United 
States and its reciprocating states pur-
suant to section 118 of the Act. 

(2) Each applicant whose application 
is involved in an international conflict 
shall be responsible for actions re-
quired in the conduct of the conflict 
resolution procedures, including bear-
ing a proportional cost of imple-
menting the procedures, representing 
himself in any proceedings, and assist-
ing in the selection of arbitrators if 
necessary. 

(l) Continued opportunity for voluntary 
resolutions. Each applicant may resolve 
any conflict by voluntary procedures 
at any time while that conflict per-
sists. 

(m) Effect on priorities of new entrants. 
(1) A pre-enactment explorer is entitled 
to a priority of right over a new en-
trant for any area in which the pre-en-
actment explorer has engaged in explo-
ration prior to June 28, 1980 if, with re-
spect to that area, the pre-enactment 
explorer files an application in accord-
ance with this part on or after January 
25, 1982 and on or before the closing 
date for pre-enactment explorer appli-
cations established under § 970.301(b). 

(2) Any amendment which is filed by 
a pre-enactment explorer on or before 
October 15, 1982, relates back to the 
date of filing of the original applica-
tion and shall give the pre-enactment 
explorer priority of right over all new 
entrants if the amendment is accorded 
a pre-enactment explorer priority of 
right under paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion. 

[47 FR 24948, July 8, 1982, as amended at 54 
FR 548, Jan. 6, 1989]

§ 970.303 Procedures for new entrants. 
(a) Filing of new entrant applications 

or amendments; priority of right. New en-
trant applications or amendments 
must be filed in accordance with 

§ 970.200. A new entrant may file an ap-
plication or amendment only at or 
after 1500 hours G.m.t. (11:00 a.m. EDT) 
January 3, 1983. All applications or 
amendments filed at that time shall be 
deemed to be filed simultaneously, and, 
if in accordance with § 970.209, shall 
have priority of right over any applica-
tion or amendment filed subsequently. 
Priority of right for any application or 
amendment filed after that time will 
be established as described in § 970.209. 

(b) Conflicts. (1) If a domestic conflict 
exists between or among new entrant 
applications or amendments, the appli-
cants involved in the conflict shall re-
solve it. 

(2) If an international conflict exists 
between or among new entrant applica-
tions or amendments, the conflict shall 
be resolved in accordance with applica-
ble conflict resolution procedures 
agreed to between the United States 
and its reciprocating States pursuant 
to section 118 of the Act. The Adminis-
trator will provide each domestic ap-
plicant involved in an international 
conflict a copy of any such procedures 
in force when the Administrator issues 
notice to the applicant that an inter-
national conflict exists. Each applicant 
whose application is involved in an 
international conflict shall be respon-
sible for actions required in the con-
duct of the conflict resolution proce-
dures, including bearing a proportional 
cost of implementing the procedures, 
representing himself in any pro-
ceedings, and assisting in the selection 
of arbitrators if necessary.

§ 970.304 Action on portions of applica-
tions or amendments not in con-
flict. 

If an applicant so requests, the Ad-
ministrator will proceed in accordance 
with this part to review that portion of 
an area included in an application or 
amendment that is not involved in a 
conflict. However, the Administrator 
will proceed with such review only if 
the applicant advises the Adminis-
trator in writing that the applicant 
will continue to seek a license for the 
proposed exploration activities in the 
portion of the application area that is 
not in conflict. To the extent prac-
ticable, the deadlines for certification 
of an application or amendment and 
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issuance of a license provided in 
§ 970.400 and § 970.500, respectively, will 
run from the date of filing of the origi-
nal application.

Subpart D—Certification of 
Applications

SOURCE: 46 FR 45902, Sept. 15, 1981, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 970.400 General. 
(a) Certification is an intermediate 

step between receipt of an application 
for issuance or transfer of a license and 
its actual issuance or transfer. It is a 
determination which focuses on the eli-
gibility of the applicant. 

(b) Before the Administrator may 
certify an application for issuance or 
transfer of a license, he must deter-
mine that issuance of the license would 
not violate any of the restrictions in 
§ 970.103(b). He also must make written 
determinations with respect to the re-
quirements set forth in §§ 970.401 
through 970.406. This will be done after 
consultation with other departments 
and agencies pursuant to § 970.211. 

(c) To the maximum extent possible, 
the Administrator will endeavor to 
complete certification of an applica-
tion within 100 days after submission of 
an application which is in full compli-
ance with Subpart B of this part. If 
final certification or denial of certifi-
cation has not occurred within 100 days 
after such submission of the applica-
tion, the Administrator will inform the 
applicant in writing of the pending un-
resolved issues, the agency’s efforts to 
resolve them, and an estimate of the 
time required to do so.

§ 970.401 Financial responsibility. 
(a) Before the Administrator may 

certify an application for an explo-
ration license he must find that the ap-
plicant has demonstrated that, upon 
issuance or transfer of the license, the 
applicant will be financially respon-
sible to meet all obligations which he 
may require to engage in the explo-
ration proposed in the application. 

(b) In order for the Administrator to 
make this determination, the applicant 
must show to the Administrator’s sat-
isfaction that he is reasonably capable 
of committing or raising sufficient re-

sources to carry out, in accordance 
with the provisions contained in this 
part, the exploration program set forth 
in his exploration plan.

§ 970.402 Technological capability. 

(a) Before the Administrator may 
certify an application for an explo-
ration license, he must find that the 
applicant has demonstrated that, upon 
issuance or transfer of the license, the 
applicant will possess, or have access 
to or a reasonable expectation of ob-
taining, the technological capability to 
engage in the proposed exploration. 

(b) In order for the Administrator to 
make this determination, the applicant 
must demonstrate to the Administra-
tor’s satisfaction that the applicant 
will possess or have access to, at the 
time of issuance or transfer of the li-
cense, the technology and expertise, as 
needed, to carry out the exploration 
program set forth in his exploration 
plan.

§ 970.403 Previous license and permit 
obligations. 

In order to certify an application, the 
Administrator must find that the ap-
plicant has satisfactorily fulfilled all 
past obligations under any license or 
permit previously issued or transferred 
to the applicant under the Act.

§ 970.404 Adequate exploration plan. 

Before he may certify an application, 
the Administrator must find that the 
proposed exploration plan of the appli-
cant meets the requirements of 
§ 970.203.

§ 970.405 Appropriate exploration site 
size and location. 

Before the Administrator may certify 
an application, he must approve the 
size and location of the exploration 
area selected by the applicant. The Ad-
ministrator will approve the size and 
location of the area unless he deter-
mines that the area is not a logical 
mining unit pursuant to § 970.601.

§ 970.406 Fee payment. 

Before the Administrator may certify 
an application, he must find that the 
applicant has paid the license fee as 
specified in § 970.208.
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